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he 270 million acres of public lands 

administered by the Bureau of Land 

Management (BLM) constitute America’s 
largest outdoor paleontological laboratory and 
classroom. 


PALEONTOLOGY FACT SHEET 


Some of the earliest described, scientifically signifi- 
cant, and most recognized paleontological discover- 
ies, such as Apatosaurus (also known as Brontosau- 
rus), Allosaurus, Stegosaurus, and Diplodocus, 
have occurred on the public lands managed today 

by the BLM. These lands have also pro- 
vided more vertebrate paleontological 
specimens for museums than any other 
source in the world. Moreover, nine 
National Natural Landmarks and 

many other special areas are 

managed and protected by the 

BLM for their unique 

paleontological values. 


The legacies of the 
Jurassic and other 
geologic time periods | 
have been left to the .. “ 
American people .° ” 
inthe formof =v’. 
fossils, the traces *:” 
of ancient 
animals and 
plants. 


# collaborating with the Garden Park 


Since life began, the remains 73 
of animals, plants, oom 
and 
other 
organisms have 
been entombed in 
sediments and 
preserved in 

rocks deep f Rohe wo 
within the earth. Over °"Ssgrincaceamee 
millions of years, these fossil bearing rocks are 
gradually uplifted and exposed to view by the same 
natural processes shaping our own physical environ- 
ment. The Jurassic Period story begins with BLM 
sites in the Cleveland-Lloyd Dinosaur Quarry, the 
Garden Park Fossil Area, and the Greybull 
Allosaurus Site. 
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In Colorado, the BLM has developed partnerships 
with institutions such as the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Natural History, the Museum of Western 
Colorado, and the Denver Museum of Natural 
History for the excavation, interpretation, and 
management of fossil sites such as 
the Rabbit Valley Research 
Natural Area, Fruita Fossil 
Quarry, and the Garden Park 
Fossil Area. Work at Garden 
Park has yielded the most 
complete and articulated 
Stegosaurus ever discovered 
and only the second Stegosaurus 
skull ever found. The BLM is 


Paleontological Society to explore the 
potential for establishing a museum and visitor 
center at “Stegosaurus Gulch” near Canon City. 


In Wyoming, a partnership with the Museum of the 

Rockies resulted in the recovery of the most com- 

plete skeleton of an Allosaurus. In cooperation with 

the Museum of the Rockies, fiberglass casts of the 

recently discovered Allosaurus skeleton will be 

displayed in BLM offices and in museums through- 
i ut the States. Work in southwestern 


Wyoming has produced some of the most complete 
skeletons of a lemur-like primate Notharctus, from * 
the Middle Eocene Period (50 million years ago). ch IER SA 
Paleobotanists recently uncovered the remains of a f ." 
70-million-year-old plant community. Preserved inf ora és 

in volcanic ash were ferns, palms, and more than ra , 

100 new species of prehistoric flowering ris ty | 
plants. The BLM will cosponsor ae é \ 
the 3rd Annual “Paleontology cs Behe eae 
Symposium and Picnic,” where f hoe pe 
permittees and researchers high- 


\ 


light their work to the public : 
through slide shows, symposia, ote 
and guided field trips to fossil oF i 
localities. 4. 
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In Utah, the BLM’s Cleveland- nei 
Lloyd Dinosaur Quarry has % 

yielded nearly 10,000 
bones representing at 


least 14 species of i trackways (fossilized attr \ 
Jurassic _-“ 7 $i . foot prints) of amphib- ¥ a ae 
animals. ee slant ae 4 ians, reptiles, and ge f na 
Material on _ insects from 280 million a iy Me 
from the Cleveland-Lloyd Quarry has tf, , years ago - the Early \ | ‘. 
been the basis for more public ) a Permian Period. Coop- ; re : 
exhibits than any other dinosaur erating with the if | | 
quarry in the world, contributing Smithsonian Institution, st = 
specimens to over 40 museums in the BLM is continuing 
19 States, and 8 foreign countries the intensive work at 
— such as the Fort Worth, Texas “Pelycosaur Heaven” 
Museum of Science and History; and is studying the 
Albuquerque, New Mexico Museum of Natural feasibility of developing a Permian Trackways 
History; New York’s Buffalo Museum of Science; Museum/Visitor Center near the main site in Las 
United Kingdom’s City of Liverpool Museum; Paris, Cruces, New Mexico. The BLM has also estab- 
France’s Museum National d’ Historie Naturelle, lished the Fossil Forest Research Natural Area, 
Institute de Paleontolgie; and Sendai, Japan’s Saito which represents an unusual late Cretaceous Period 
Ho-on Kai Museum of Natural History. assemblage of in-situ tree stumps, isolated logs, and 
associated vertebrate and invertebrate fossils. The 
In New Mexico, the Las Cruces Paleozoic BLM is conducting additional studies that will aide 
Trackways in the Robledo cra in the management and protection of this area. The 


BLM will also continue to support the recovery of 
the largest known dinosaur, a Seismosaurus found 
near Albuquerque. This dinosaur is 120-to 140-feet- 
long, and weighs 80 to 100 tons. 


Mountains have yielded 
spectacular 
fossilized 


In Alaska, researchers in the Colville River area 
tite se ane : o.oo have uncovered remains of the northernmost dino- 
€& ee ee saurs. The discovery of 
‘ -e er. these late Cretaceous 
ie hadrosaurid, 


tyrannosaurid, and 
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ceratopsian dinosaurs has opened new scientific 

frontiers in the adaptation and geographic range of 
__ dinosaurs. The BLM public lands have also 

“7 Aproduced the first Alaskan examples of 

7” ancient turtles, as well as marsupials and 

4 other early mammals. 
os 
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In Nevada, a complete 

., replica of the 
~*~ * skeleton of the 
_--"? Giant Sloth 

_. -¥ will be cast as 


Pas . * “aa, 


ee is part of the cooperative 
| ga “agreement with the 
am | ‘\\ BLM, the Nevada Mp. 
3 a Vi State Museum and “ew 
fet aaa), t - ____-4 Historical Society, and the 


San Bernardino County Mu- 
seum. The skeleton of the 
300-pound, 9-foot-long 

Giant Pleistocene Ground 
Sloth, one of the oldest 
mammal remains ever found in 
southern Nevada, was discov- 
_ ered near Devil Park close to 
the California-Nevada 


In Oregon, in partnership with the South Dakota 
School of Mines, the BLM is studying and docu- 
menting the paleontological resources of the John 
Day Fossil Beds. These deposits contain one of the 
most complete records of the rise of mammals and 
plants as the dominant life forms on earth today. 


Dinosaurs are magnificent creatures that evoke a 
unique excitement and insatiable curiosity. The 
BLM worked with Michael Crichton, the author of 
JURASSIC PARK, and the actors of the movie 
JURASSIC PARK - Sam Neill, Laura Dern, and Jeff 
Goldblum - and developed a series of public service 
announcements concerning the search for dinosaur 
bones and their fossils. 
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An excellent source of information about dinosaurs 
and/or exhibits are the more than 300 museums of 
natural history and science in the United States, 
universities, and other educational facilities. The 
BLM public lands also offer excellent 
opportunities for the study of 
paleontology. Some fossils 
are available to the public 
_ in limited amounts for 
mR, hobby collecting. 
m. Except where other- 
: ¥ wise posted, reason- 
Z able quantities of 
a. = common 
Bs —inverte- 

w, brate 
fossils, 
such as trilobites, brachiopods, and crinoids, may be 
collected for personal, non-commercial purposes. 
Petrified wood may also be collected for non- 
commercial purposes. Collections of petrified wood, 
however, may not exceed 25 pounds per person in 
any calendar year. Vertebrate fossils, such as fish or 
dinosaur bones, may only be collected through 
research permits issued by the BLM. 
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There are many opportunities for volunteers to 
become involved in a variety of cooperative paleon- 
tological projects on the BLM public lands. Volun- 
teers significantly expand the BLM’s capabilities in , 
the areas of inventory, protection, and the study of 
paleontological resources. For more information on 
the many exciting opportunities awaiting you, as 
well as the rules governing the use of these impor- 
tant resources, contact any of the following BLM. 
offices. * e ¥ 


ALASKA UTAH 

222 West 7th Avenue, #13 324 South state Street 
Anchorage, AK 99513-7599 Salt Lake City, UT 84145-0155 
(907) 271-5555 (801) 539-4001 

ARIZONA WYOMING 

3707 North 7th Street 2515 Warren Avenue 

Phoenix, AZ 85011 Cheyenne, WY 82003 

(602) 650-0528 (307) 775-6256 
CALIFORNIA 


2800 Cottage Way, E-2841 oS ae 8 
Sacramento, CA 95825 PPR IE ceo” coast eee 
(916) 978-4754 “ 


COLORADO 

2850 Youngfield Street 
Lakewood, CO 80215-7076 
(303) 239-3600 


EASTERN STATES 
7450 Boston Boulevard 
Springfield, VA 22135 
(703) 440-1713 


IDAHO 

ra 
3380 Americana Terrace ‘BLM Bs Genter 
Boise, ID 83706 nenver Feder 0.824 
(208) 384-3000 ~ Bidg. 50, OS 
MONTANA 
222 North 32nd Street 


Billings, MT 59107-6800 
(406) 255-2913 


NEVADA 

850 Harvard Way 
Reno, NV 89520-006 
(702) 785-6586 


NEW MEXICO 

1474 Rodeo Road 

Santa Fe, NM 87502-0115 
(505) 438-7400 


OREGON/WASHINGTON 

1300 NE 44th 

pe OR Riis BLM HEADQUARTERS 

(503) 280-7001 1849 C Street, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20240 


(202) 208-5717 


